
How does ACTC celebrate the Holidays?  The 
only way they know how,…. at the Phoenix Country 
Club, in a lovely Christmas tree and snowflake deco-
rated ballroom, listening to “Sam, the Piano Man”, 
devouring a delicious selection of food prepared by a 
very talented Chef, and dancing to some really terrif-
ic music!  

The evening began with greetings, “You look 
lovely this evening”, “How’s your ‘Bird running?”, 
“Are you going to be in Tubac?”, “Hey, you look 
good in a suit and tie!.”  A glance around the ball-
room revealed 
the banquet ta-
bles set in red, 
white and black.  
The centerpiec-
es on each ta-
ble were big 
black Snowman 
top hats with 
lighted scale 
model cars, 
black and red 
1955 Ford 
Thunderbirds 
on top.  It 
wouldn’t be a 
Merry Christ-
mas Cocktail Hour without long-time Club member, 
Sam Ciammitti, playing seasonal music on the baby 
grand piano.  Dinner began at 7 PM and members 
thoroughly enjoyed their tender Filet Mignons, Chick-
en Piccatas and Filet/Salmon with all the trimmings.  
A surprise announcement and champagne toast was 
delivered by President Jim Rodgers, to Jeannie Ken-
nedy and Mike Wood who became Mr. and Mrs., on 
November 24th. 

There was music and dancing with, “Boomrang 
and The Sunsations”; Tim, on keyboard, guitar and 
vocals, Arlen, on guitar and vocals, and lovely Linda 
and Martha doing great vocal harmony.  We boo-
gied, twisted and rock ‘n rolled; did some belly-
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bumping ballads, several hip-shaking cha-chas, and 
those fun, and often confusing, line dances.  It was 
hard to beat Tom and Yvonne Wagner out on the 
dance floor and of course, Paul Fruscello led us all 
thru “Achy, Breaky Heart”.   

Thru-out the evening, there were drawings for 
the four enormous baskets of goodies; the wine bas-
ket put together by Virginia Snyder; the liquor basket 
by Dede Ross and the beauty products and men’s 
toiletries baskets by Myrna Foster.  Ticket sales 
were brisk, thanks to Dede Ross and Don Rebtoy.  

Also, thanks to 
Terry Duquette 
for the “Good 
Luck” gold pins 
and chocolate 
liquor bottles 
that were given 
to each mem-
ber…they were 
so tasty! 
What would an 
event be without 
the Club Histori-
an, Duane Fos-
ter, moving thru 
the ballroom, 
camera ready, 

snapping both candid and posed photos.  Lots of 
couples had their photos taken in front of the beauti-
ful ten-foot, lighted Christmas tree.  Ken Falkenberry 
and Virginia Snyder parked their pretty pink T-bird at 
the edge of the golf course, in a spotlight, that could 
be viewed from the ballroom windows.  A photo of 
the two, with their T-bird became their Holiday 
Greeting Card.  (Of course, all photos taken will be 
posted on the Club website for you to view.) 

With hugs and kisses, tired feet and happy 
hearts we all headed home, remembering what a 
great year of fun and friendship we have had being 
members of ACTC.   

…. Myrna Foster 

A STARLIT  EVENING! 

Current and Past Presidents 
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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PORTHOLE 
    
Christmas has come and gone folks 
and all I can say is 2015 went by so 
fast I feel like I just took over as ACTC 
President  a few days ago.  Seems 

like yesterday when we were headed to Tubac in a 
down pour that lasted most of the week end and now 
Tubac is just around the corner again.  Any way it 
has been a fun year for me as President and I am for 
ever grateful to the board members as well as the 
committee members that made it all happen.  They 
certainly did make me look good this year as it 
wouldn't have happened without them. 

I am looking forward to 2016 with some new 
board members as well as a new editor for our 
newsletter.  While Barb Blair’s physical stature is 
modest, her professional stature as Arizona Bird 
Chatter editor for over 20 years is enormous and 
second only to her graciousness in helping Chris 
come up to speed as our new editor. 

I can't say enough about our Vice President 
and Activities Chair person Myrna Foster.  She not 
only did a wonderful job all year long heading up the 
activities but the Christmas party was a huge suc-
cess.  The venue was excellent from the wonderful 
view of the Dusk Rose Thunderbird under the lights 
on the golf course to the great food and music of the 
50's and 60's. 

To top off the year she headed up our charity 
function at the Arizona Retirement Home where six 
Thunderbirds showed up much to the delight of the 
residents.  We met and visited several of the resi-
dents, sang Christmas songs and handed out gift 
cards which were met with much appreciation.  
Thanks to all who helped make this a great success 
especially Jean Fruscello who suggested the home 
for our charity. This type charity was agreed to as we 
wanted all of our contributions to go directly to the 
recipients and it did just that.  Many many smiles 
were seen and it made all of us feel very good as we 
were able to represent ACTC. 

I anticipate 2016 will be an exciting year based 
upon a very busy and active schedule in the coming 
months. 

Until next time remember: 
If it runs, drive it.   
 

 

 

 

~  LOCAL JANUARY  AUCTIONS  ~ 

23-31 Barrett-Jackson, Westworld 
27-31 Russo-Steele, Scottsdale Rd & 101 
27-29 RM Sotheby’s, The Arizona Biltmore 
28   Bonhams, Westin Kierland Resort 
28-30 Silver Auction, Fort McDowell Casino 
29-30 Gooding & Co, Scottsdale Fashion Sq 

…. Stewart Wright 

 
 This ‘E’ ‘Bird is one Minter’s is bringing to 

Barrett-Jackson this month.  They are also 
bringing a Buckskin Tan `56. Justin says both 
cars are restored "over the top".  This ‘E’ ‘Bird 
will more than likely be the top selling ‘Bird in 
the auction.  We`ll see. 

…. Stewart Wright 

 

Jim Rodgers 

2016  Dues  ‘Я’  Due ! 
  

If you received an application, your dues 
have not been paid as of this mailing. 

 
Do NOT put “same as last year” or “no 

changes,” as that information will be very hard 
to comprehend in the new roster. 

Thank you. 
…. Pat Ciammitti, Membership 

For Sale: 
2004 Thunderbird limited production Pacific 

Coast edition.  It is number 899 of the 1000 built.  
This car has all the options and with only 19,000 
miles it still smells new. 

Call Jim at (602) 300-5792. 
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     ARCHIVES REFLECTIONS 
 
Things started out differently 

for ACTC in 1991. The  New Year 
was dedicated to the "Little Birds" 
and plans were being made for us to 
enjoy and drive them more often. So 
before the Jan 13, 1991 meeting 
there was a 9am Scrabble run starting at the Vine 
Tavern on the NW corner of Rural and Apache in 
Tempe. The final destination was the 10:30am 
meeting at the Gregories Penthouse on  the 5th floor 
of the Embassy Suites, 2231 E Thomas.  

   In spite of the police barricades, marathon 
runners and bad directions, 23 Classic ‘Birds and 70 
people made it to the meeting which started at 11:25 
am. Some people are probably still hopelessly lost 
out there.  Lynne Silvernale placed 1st in the Scrab-
ble run with the word "Chewer". She won 
$20.  Nowadays, these "Fun Runs" are held after the 
meetings so you will have all day to find your way 
home. 

   That nasty Bird Chatter cartoonist wasted no 
time in picking on the new 1991 ACTC president, 
Janet Weaver and he survived to write about it.  Is 
our new Editor next? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…. Stewart Wright  

2016 CALENDAR OF ACTC EVENTS 

January 10 Meeting - Gallagher’s 

January 29-30 Back to Tubac 
Marchisotto 

February 7 Meeting - Gallagher’s 

February 20-21 Winter Weekend 
Wagner, Thompson 

March 5-7 Midnight at the Oasis 
Dolan 

March 13 Meeting 

April 9 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

April 10 Meeting - Officers’ Picnic - PERA 
Park 

April 22-24 Las Vegas Weekend 
Graziano 

April 29-May 1 Route 66 Fun Run 
Thurston 

May 15 Meeting 

June 12 Meeting 

July 10 Meeting 

Summer TBA Luau 
McKee 

September 11 Meeting 

September 13-18 CTCI International Convention 
Thompson 

September 17 
Tentative 

Sedona Car Club Airport Show 

September 23-25 
 

Run to the Pines 
 

October 8 ACTC Night at the Pavilions 
Havel 

October 9 Meeting 

November 13 Meeting followed by planning 
meeting 
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  Twenty three Veterans of Foreign Wars were 
our distinguished dignitaries for this years' Parade. 

Thank you to the 30 T-Birders who took time 
on Thanksgiving morning to participate in the only 
Thanksgiving Day Parade west of the Mississippi 
River.  Each Veteran is so grateful for the respect, 
time, and attention you bestowed on them Thurs-
day morning. 

Sadly, each year we are losing our Veteran 
friends.  Moylan Smith, who was featured in Chris 
Ames’ article in the November Bird Chatter, passed 
away on Veteran's Day.  Jim Shepherd, also a 
WWII Veteran passed away just before the Parade. 

Please consider joining us next year as we 
continue to honor these special men and women 
who sacrificed so much. 

Thank you Duane for being our faithful 
"Paparazzi" each year.  Honestly, Duane leaps tall 
buildings just to get the right photo.  You just have 
to be there to see it for yourself. 

Wishing you the very best in the New Year 
dear T-Birders!  Thank you again for your participa-
tion.  You are special to us. 

         …. Jim and Rita Havel 

FOUNTAIN HILLS THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE 
November 26, 2015 
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Tis the season to be with family and friends to 

share the joys of the Season and good times of the 

Holiday.  It is also the time to share the spirit of 

Christmas with those who are less fortunate.  That is 

what our Club did this year for our President”s Chari-

ty of choice.  With the help of Jean Fruscello, our 

President Jim Rodgers’ choice was to spread some 

cheer to the residents of the Arizona Retirement 

Homes I & II.  The residents are at poverty level or 

below and have no families to visit. 

It was decided by the Board to give each resi-

dent a gift card to Walmart to be used for something 

special for Christmas.  The day we chose to do this 

was the day of their Christmas luncheon on Decem-

ber 15th.  A handful of our club members brought 

their T-birds to the homes so we could have a mini 

car show for the seniors, some even braved the 

brisk morning temperature with the top down. 

It was a pleasure to see how many were able 

to make it out to the parking lot to enjoy looking at 

the little ‘Birds.  Some came in their walkers, some 

with their canes, but all enjoyed the cars that 

brought back fond memories.  And then, long before 

all the memories were shared, it was time to go in-

side and sing Christmas Carols to and with the sen-

iors.   

Duane and Myrna Foster once again stepped 

up to the plate and brought their recording and 

sound system so we could have backup music to 

make us sound good.  They put on quite a show as 

always.  Some of the seniors even got up and 

danced.  The Assistant Manager, who has been 

there since 2010, said that she has never seen any 

of the seniors get up and dance. 

A special thanks to Duane and Myrna for bring-

ing the backup music and leading the singing of the 

Carols and making the rest of us sound 

good.  Thank you also to the members who took 

time to come out for the residents to enjoy seeing 

the cars.  I know when we left there we all had a 

good feeling in our hearts.  Thanks again to the sup-

porting members of the best car club in Arizona. 

 ….  Paul and Jean Fruscello 

ARIZONA RETIREMENT HOMES I AND II 
December 15, 2015 
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BACK  TO  TUBAC 

January 29-30, 2016 

 This year’s Tubac Car Show will be 
held on January 29 and 30 at the Tubac Golf Resort 
and Spa.  This is a very popular show and sells out 
fast, as we found out this year with the Pine Top 
Show.  I recommend that you go on line to 
WWW.CARNUTS.ORG to download an application 
and send it in now.  For those who have never at-
tended this show, the Tubac Golf Resort is beautiful, 
and everything we need is there.  The show is held 
on the grass unless it rains, then it’s held in the 
parking lot.  The show goes on rain or shine. 

For those who would like to caravan, we will 
meet at the Cracker Barrel on the west side of I-10 
at Chandler Boulevard at 10:00 AM.  We will leave 
at 10:30 AM and head for Tubac.  We can stop for 
lunch as a group or individually at the Texas Road-
house, exit 246 off I-10 in Tucson, telephone # (520) 
579-3855.  

The Car Nuts are hosting a BBQ at the Tubac 
Golf Resort on Friday night for $19.50 per per-
son.  Most attend the BBQ and again this FILLS UP 
VERY FAST.  If you want to attend the BBQ, en-
close the money with your registration application. 

The Tubac Golf Resort is the official car show 
host location. The special show rates, tax and resort 
fee not included, are as follows: BOOK BEFORE 12
-28-2015!  Room rates are $127 a night for the Po-
sada rooms; $142 a night for Casitas; $162 a night 
for Hacienda Kings.  

For reservations (there are only 100 rooms re-
served and fill up fast), call (800) 848-7893 or (520) 
398-2211.  Just tell them that you are there for the 
car show and you want the Car Nuts show rates.  
ACTC DOES NOT HAVE ANY ROOMS RE-
SERVED.  The rooms are first come, first served.  If 
you make a room reservation and then have to can-
cel, please notify me first, so I can take care of any-
one who might be on the waiting list. 

This year some members are staying for only 
one night and returning to Phoenix after the show 
on Saturday.  We will have our usual Happy Hour 
Friday afternoon and then the BBQ for those who 
signed up.  On Saturday night, you can venture into 
Tubac Town or stay at the inn for dinner.  

Make your reservations early and please notify 
me you are going and if you will be caravanning 
and/or attending the BBQ so I’ll know who to expect. 

Thank you! 
…. John Marchisotto 

Winter (Cowboy) Weekend 

February 20-21, 2016 

Looking at this portrait in Duke’s 
lounge at Francisco Grande I can just 
hear him say, “Well pilgrims, I’m only 
gonna say this once, so listen tight.  
Come February 20th you need to saddle 
up and ride out to the Eagles Nest waterin hole. It’s 
up on top of the Francisco Grande. I have it on good 
authority a couple of fine ladies have arranged for 
some good grub and a cowboy murder mystery that 
evening. I sure wouldn’t want them to be disappoint-
ed by a small crowd.  Any questions … I didn’t think 
so!  You may not see me on the 20th, but I’ll be 
watching.” 

The Duke has covered the important stuff, but 
let me add, all guest rooms in the tower have a large, 
inviting balcony overlooking the golf course.  Higher 
floor rooms obviously have a more expansive view.  
Rates including all fees & taxes are: Standard Tower 
- $132.60; Tower Executive Suite - $154.70;. Tower 
Penthouse Suite - $276.25 (only 2 available). 

Arrival at The Francisco Grande resort in Casa 
Grande will have us checking into our rooms then 
gathering for happy hour. 

A buffet dinner will be served (menu to be de-
termined) in The Eagles Nest located on the very top 
of the resort with views overlooking the golf course.  
Virginia Snyder and I had lunch there last month and 
the food was wonderful.  I spoke with another couple 
who had lunch at Duke’s and they said the food was 
great. Holly, their waitress provided excellent service.  

After dinner and a short break, the one and only 
Yvonne Wagner is fixin up a western type murder 
mystery complete with costumes. See if you can fig-
ure out who done-it.  We will top off our evening with 
dessert and coffee being served in The Eagles Nest. 

An estimate for The Eagles Nest gathering 
room, full buffet dinner including dessert, iced tea 
and coffee along with the priceless entertainment is 
approximately $45 per person (based on 40 people 
attending). 

Sunday will be on your own unless we can think 
of something fabulous to do.  Breakfast menu at Leg-
ends Restaurant looks great.  Several have ex-
pressed interest in golf. 

If you responded to one of the emails, no need 
to send me another.  If you want off of the "yes" list, 
just let me know. 

So mark your calendar for our winter weekend.  
In the meantime, I’ll work on the details for the drive 
to Casa Grande. 

For questions, call me at (765) 661-1566 or 
email to: thompsonclassics@gmail.com.  The resort 
website is: www.franciscogrande.com. 

…. Jamie Thompson 

http://www.tubacgolfresort.com/
http://www.carnuts.org/
mailto:John%20Marchisotto%3cjbuzrd@q.com%3e?subject=Tubac%20trip
http://www.franciscogrande.com/
mailto:Jamie%20Thompson%3cthompsonclassics@gmail.com%3e?subject=Francisco%20Grande%20trip
http://www.carnuts.org/
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March 5-7, 2016 

As Midnight at the Oasis is rapidly approach-
ing, our club has 18 cars registered, with 11 of them 
being Thunderbirds.   

All of our reserved parking is in our normal lo-
cation.  Each car has been assigned a parking 
space.  The parking location will be printed on the 
confirmation card that you should receive around 
mid-January.  This year the people from Caballeros 
de Yuma will be walking around and randomly 
awarding cash prizes to cars that are parked in their 
assigned space.     

As always there will be a group dinner at the 
hotel on Saturday night.  If you need to cancel your 
show and/or room reservation, it must be done 
through me at Nand1@cox.net or (408) 480-0913.  
We have a waiting list, so if you cancel, we can 
move your registration to a member on stand-by.  

                                                  …. Mike Dolan                                                                    
 

LAS  VEGAS  ITINERARY 
April 22-23, 2016 

 We will be meeting at I-17 and Care-
free Highway on Friday morning the 
22nd and will be departing at 9:30 AM 
sharp. I will have packets with a map 

to the hotel, along with a map and in-
formation for the Saturday morning trip to 

the Neon Boneyard as well as the information for 
the afternoon trip to the Shelby operation.   

We will be staying at the Westgate LVH (the 
old Las Vegas Hilton). I have made arrangements 
for our group to check-in through the VIP check-in 
line. Reservations can be made by calling the hotel 
at 1-800-635-7711 and ask for the AZ Classic Thun-
derbird Club rate of $89.00. I got the cost of the 
boneyard tour reduced to $10 but I have to pay in 
advance. You are on your own for dinner Friday 
night, but for the Daredevils and the people in the 
group that just want to see who the real Daredevils 
in the club are, we will meet back at the hotel 
around 8:00 PM Friday night and head up to the 
Stratosphere Hotel for a few laughs and giggles. 

Saturday morning the plan is to leave for the 
10:00 AM boneyard tour at 9:00 AM and return to 
the hotel for lunch and then go to the Shelby opera-
tion. We should be back at the hotel by 2:00ish. 
That gives everyone time to relax (yeah right) before 
another cocktail party and then we will take the 
monorail down to Battista’s Hole In The Wall for din-
ner. For those of you that still have the energy, we 
will cruise down to the Fremont experience to wit-

ness who is brave enough to ride the “zip line”.  
As I mentioned before please make your res-

ervations early and let me know how many bone-
yard tickets I need to buy for you. 

Any questions call me at (602) 621-6778. 

…. Frank (Vegas Baby) Graziano  
 

ROUTE  66  FUN  RUN 
April 29 - May 1, 2016 

The Route 66 Fun Run is 
Friday, April 29 to Sunday, May 
1, 2016.  This is the best annual 
nostalgic run in Arizona, and you 
will see about 800 collector cars 
and drive about 70 miles of  original Route 66 on 
Saturday morning to the car show in King-
man.  There is a large Harley run that same week-
end this year, and I had a very hard time getting a 
block of rooms for a reasonable price.  You must 
make your reservations right away if you want to 
go.  This is a two-night event, and we will spend 
both Friday and Saturday night in Kingman.  In the 
past we have stayed in Williams the first night, and 
some years in Kingman the second night.  In 2014 
we spent the second night in Laughlin.  Although 
staying in Kingman both nights means driving about 
25 miles further on Saturday morning to get to 
Seligman where the run starts, it has the advantage 
that you do not need to check in and out of two dif-
ferent hotels; when you arrive in Kingman on Satur-
day, you will already have a room and won’t need 
to wait until later in the afternoon to get the room; 
you can go straight to the car show if you desire. 

I have a block of 20 rooms for April 29 and 
30 at the Best Western Wayfarer’s Inn, 2815 East 
Andy Devine, Kingman, (928) 753-6271.  Ask for 
the April 29 block under Arizona Classic Thunder-
bird Club, and give them your name and credit card 
number.  First come, first served.  The room is not 
put on your card until you arrive, and you can can-
cel 48 hours in advance.  Any rooms in our block 
which are not reserved by members are released 
on February 1.  Cost is $116.99 for a double queen 
or king (we have 10 of each) since I said our group 
was all seniors or AAA.  We have stayed at this ho-
tel many times in the past and it is great. 

Once you reserve your rooms, please e-mail 
or call me to let me know you are on the trip.  DO 
THIS RIGHT AWAY since we have had such a hard 
time getting rooms this year.  I will have additional 
information about caravanning and activities later 
once everyone is signed up. 

…. Gregg Thurston                                                                   
602-509-0456 

http://midnightattheoasis.net/
mailto:Mike%20Dolan%3cNand1@cox.net%3e?subject=Midnight%20at%20the%20Oasis%20trip
http://www.neonmuseum.org/
http://www.vegashotelspecial.com/freebies/carroll-shelby-museum-and-factory-tours/
https://www.westgatedestinations.com/nevada/las-vegas/westgate-las-vegas-hotel-casino
http://battistaslasvegas.com/
mailto:Frank%20Graziano%3cfrankfdi@msn.com%3e?subject=Las%20Vegas%20trip
http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/US/AZ/Kingman-hotels/BEST-WESTERN-PLUS-A-Wayfarer-s-Inn-and-Suites/Hotel-Overview.do?propertyCode=03059
mailto:Gregg%20Thurston%3cThurstonfamily@yahoo.com%3e?subject=Route%2066%20Fun%20Run
http://midnightattheoasis.net/
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~  WE ACTC   ADVERTISERS  ~ 

Sandy Trasente, Owner 
3515 West Union Hills #102, Glendale, AZ 85308 

Phone (602) 896-4000 or (888) 896-1199 
E-mail: KruiseAway@aol.com 

Web: www.arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com 

E-mail: rob.slagle@sstireaz.com       ROB E-mail: rob.slagle@sstireaz.com       ROB 

http://arrowhead.cruiseholidays.com/
http://www.sewbydesignaz.com/
mailto:mlb@cox.net?subject=ACTC%20Ad
mailto:diane@imaginetravelvacations.com?subject=ACTC%20Ad
http://www.tiresaz.com/
http://koolpoolcare.com/

